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Touchstone have been providing the TOPS (Touchstone Outreach and Prevention Service) In the Harehills area for 
approximately the last 2 years. This pilot funded project, works with street drinkers in the Harehills area, offering 
support and signposting. The group meet twice weekly in the meeting point café. 

Karen Fenton, Community Health Development Services Manager, Touchstone provided a statement below. 

We work with a highly complex, vulnerable, cohort of the local population, who are often excluded from wider 
services, whilst managing complex lives, trauma and dependencies on drink and require person centred support.  
This licensed premises providing illicit tobacco and alcohol is likely to have a negative impact upon our work and 
the health of these individuals and a knock-on effect to the wider community in Harehills and Burmantofts and 
Richmond Hill Ward. 

Below is a statement provided by the lead GP partner at Chapeltown Family surgery which is situated less than a 
mile away from the premises. 

I am writing to express my deep concern about the sale of alcohol to underage individuals within our community. 
As the children and families lead for the Burmantofts, Harehills and Richmond Hill PCN I have been made aware of 
this by the public health team but while the health implications are clear, I would like to highlight other critical 
reasons why I am so concerned. 

1. Social Responsibility: Fundamentally we have an obligation to protect our young people. Selling alcohol to 
minors undermines this responsibility. By allowing access to alcohol, we inadvertently contribute to 
potential harm and negative consequences for these young people. 

2. Risk of Dependency: Early exposure to alcohol can lead to dependency issues later in life. Adolescents’ 
brains are still developing, and alcohol consumption during this crucial phase can alter brain chemistry and 
increase the likelihood of addiction. When looking at childhood trauma the negative consequences of 
alcohol misuse whilst growing up is a clearly recognised risk factor for problems throughout the life course. 

3. Social Behavior and Safety: In my experience a number of my younger patients have ended up in trouble 
with the police because of alcohol consumption. When minors gain access to alcohol, it can lead to risky 
behaviors, accidents, and even criminal activities. It is our cities ambition to create safer communities for 
children and young people to grow up in. Clearly curbing underage sales, we contribute to safer 
communities and protect both young individuals and the general public. 

Thank you for considering my concerns. 
Dr Hasantha Jayasinghe (Senior Partner) 
 
The intelligence provided above relates to the potential harm caused by alcohol within an area and viewed 
together creates an understanding of why this area was ranked as being an area of Leeds at high risk of alcohol 
related harm.  Furthermore, this application also falls within a cumulative impact assessment (CIA) area. This 
means as a Local Authority (LA) licensing authority we have a responsibility to help limit the number or type of 
licence applications granted in areas where there is evidence to indicate that the number or density of licensed 
premises in the area is having a cumulative negative impact.  
 
The data above shows that there are significantly higher numbers of children, vulnerable young people and those 
not in education or training who may seek comfort in tobacco and alcohol.  We can see Gold Classic has in stock 
cheap tobacco products and alcohol. It can also have a detrimental effect on health not knowing what is contained 
in illicit tobacco or alcohol.  Providing cheap products can encourage those who are dependent on alcohol and 
tobacco to increase their usage and can be particularly difficult for street drinkers who are trying to curb their 
reliance. The area already suffers with high rates of violent crime, antisocial crime, ambulance callouts; impacting 
on emergency services and the NHS which are already strained with limited resources and capacity. The evidence 
from the Police and Trading standards provides evidence that Gold Classic are not acting as a responsible retailer, 
therefore undermining the licensing objectives. 
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The pandemic has undoubtedly impacted on the communities in this neighbourhood in terms of economic decline 
adding increased negligent selling of tobacco and alcohol to an already saturated environment to communities 
who are struggling with daily life, poverty and deprivation, domestic abuse, low mood, anxiety and depression is 
socially irresponsible and will be detrimental to child development, family life and public order.   
 
I would therefore ask the licensing subcommittee to question what purpose will it serve to allow this premises to 
continue to operate? 
Considering, the evidence of how local people, organisations feel and failed test purchases and seizures made I 
would urge the subcommittee to support the closure of this off license to avoid the potential harm to children, 
additional crime and disorder offences and maintain public safety.  

 

Signed:    Date: 10/01/2024 

 
 




